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THE REGISTRAR’S DESK

We hope that everyone is enjoying the last days of
summer. Summer seemed to fly by this year, as the
Registrars were kept hopping with a number of projects
on the go. We're also seeing an increasing interest by
opticians from other countries looking to move to
Saskatchewan. Several applicants have already re-
quested and taken prior learning assessment and rec-
ognition (PLAR), and one has already been licensed.

For those that may not be aware of how licensing and/or the PLAR works, to be licensed in Saskatchewan an
applicant for licensure must either have graduated from an educational institution recognized by the college, be a
member in good standing from another province, or have successfully completed a prior learning assessment
(PLAR), and passed the NACOR licensing exam.

Applicants/Opticians from foreign countries will generally not have attended a recognized institution in Canada,
and will therefore apply to have their credentials assessed to determine whether or not, they meet Canadian stan-
dards. Prior to making application however, foreign applicants must first provide proof of competency in the Eng-
lish language. The college only accepts the Canadian Language Benchmark (CLB) language assessment, and once
completed, if the applicant meets the CLB standards, the applicant is invited to forward a formal application with
their credentials to the college for review. If the applicant failed to meet the CLB standard, they are given the op-
tion of taking language training to bring their English up to CLB standards.

Once an applicant has provided proof that they meet the language requirements, their credentials are reviewed
and if found acceptable, the applicant is invited to write a Competency Gap Analysis (CGA). The CGA is designed to
test the applicant’s knowledge of opticianry to help determine whether or not they meet Canadian Standards.
Following the CGA, the applicant is invited to an in-person interview, and designed to further test the applicants
knowledge, skill and competency. After the interview is completed, a complete report of both the CGA and
interview is compiled and forwarded to the Registration Committee for review.

The Registration Committee studies the report, and if the applicant meets all conditions and standards for
licensing, the applicant is given permission to challenge the NACOR licensing exam. If the applicant does not meet
the required conditions and standards, the applicant is given an opportunity to bring his or her knowledge up to
Canadian standards. This is done through a variety of bridging courses that are specifically designed to meet the
areas that the applicant needs further training in. Once the applicant meets the conditions and standards neces-
sary for licensing, the applicant is given permission to challenge the NACOR licensing exam. As you can see, a prior
learning assessment is a fairly lengthy and somewhat complicated but necessary process, to ensure that all
opticians in Canada, meet the same standards. By having national standards, it also allows opticians across the
country the freedom to move and practice their profession in the province of their choosing, without having to
take additional training.

Your college also continues unabated in its push to stop the illegal dispensing of contact lenses. The college
continues to be successful in the courts and continues to prosecute those individuals and companies that refuse to
stop their illegal dispensing. To further assist the college in its endeavor, the college is in the process of making
some housekeeping amendments to the Act, to further clarify and strengthen the legislation, to ensure that the
college continues to be able to effectively deal with anyone that breeches the legislation.
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The college is also very pleased and appreciative, to have the cooperation and support from the Saskatchewan
Association of Optometrists (SAO), and their members. The SAO and its members have provided a number of
referrals, several of which that involved injury to patients. In those instances, the college was very pleased to be
able to advise the SAO, that the referrals resulted in successful prosecutions and higher than normal fines. It was
also interesting to note in those instances, that the Judge pointed out to the accused that a civil suit as the result of
injury, would far surpass any fine the judge might levy.

To further assist the college in its fight against illegal dispensing, Health Canada has finally, implemented Bill C313,
which was passed, to add cosmetic contacts to the Health Canada regulations as medical devices. You will find an
overview from Health Canada, on the implementation of Bill C313, in this edition of the Eye Opener. A letter from
Health Canada to health care providers, has already been sent to the membership. That said, while the inclusion of
cosmetic contacts into the Health Canada Regulations as medical devices is certainly going to help, it’s not
expected to alleviate illegal dispensing completely. Furthermore, since Health Canada has added a one year’s grace
before the regulations actually take effect and, with Halloween fast approaching, we once again expect cosmetic
contacts to be offered for sale by various costume and other outlets. We therefore request and encourage all of
our members to continue advising the college any time you come across anyone dispensing illegally.

This year also marks the first year that the yearly convention will be put on by the Opticians Association of Canada
(OAC), and we wish them every success. We encourage all of our members to come out and support the OAC and
catch up on any continuing education credits you may need. Your feedback as always, will be appreciated.

Finally, the National ID program is still on track, as well is the continuing competency program. Once again
Saskatchewan’s members answered the call for the pilot project with a great turnout. A big thank you to all those
that were able to participate.

Enjoy the rest of the summer, and remember, this is your College, it's the backbone of your profession, without it,
your profession cannot exist. Please consider stepping up and taking a turn on council or, if unable to serve on
council, perhaps you could serve on a committee. Serving on council is not only very rewarding, it also gives you
the opportunity to help shape and develop your college and profession for the future.

Ken Sorensen Paul Johnson
Registrar Asst. Registrar

Members are reminded that all opticians practicing in Saskatchewan, no matter what the duration, are
required to be licenced in accordance with the Act.

Please advise the SCO office of any changes to your employment or home contact information.

You can do this by updating your profile online or emailing office@scoptic.ca



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

| hope everyone is having a great summer, it seems like it just started and here we are already
in August. That said, your college stays busy, even through the summer months as we work
hard to ensure that our membership stay current with the latest and best technical
advances, legislative changes, and ongoing projects to ensure the continued success of our
members.

Once again, the turnout by Saskatchewan Opticians in support of the pilot project on continu-

ing competency assessments was excellent, and your participation very much appreciated. For

those that may have missed my last report in the eye opener, the continuing competency

assessment program, isto be a voluntary program in Saskatchewan, designed as a self-
assessment tool for members to supplement the current continuing education credit requirements. Under the
program members will be able to seek a self-assessment on their own to identify areas of weakness that they can work
on to improve their opticianry skills.

The college is also continuing its work towards the implementation of the National ID program, and remains a work in
progress. The college has also seen an increase in interest from opticians in other countries wishing to move to
Saskatchewan, and have provided several prior learning assessments (PLAR) of foreign applicants so far in 2016.
We look forward to welcoming some new opticians to the province in the near future. | would also like to congratulate
our students who just passed the NACOR licensing exam. Welcome aboard, and we encourage you to get involved by
attending conventions, annual general meetings, and serving and supporting your college, by running for a seat on
council.

Your college is the backbone of your profession, and without it, opticians wouldn’t exist. Your college’s mandate is
important, and its duty is to serve and protect the public at all times, while discharging its responsibilities in the public
interest. The college also regulates the practice of the profession and governs the members in accordance with the
Opticians Act and regulations. The college also must assure the public of the knowledge, skill proficiency and
competency of its members in the practice of opticianry. Serving on council, gives you a voice at the table and an
opportunity to do your part, to make your profession the very best that it can be.

Finally, this will be the first year that the annual convention is being put on by the Opticians Association of Canada
(OAC). As such, we are looking forward to an exciting and interesting weekend and, we once again, encourage all of
our members to attend either the Saskatoon or Regina education days to obtain your continuing education credits,
and support the OAC.

See you in October!
DOES THE SCO HAVE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS?

promoting the use of email as the preferred method of
communication. For those that chose email as their preferred
method, you will now receive all communication including
licence renewal information via email.

A The SCO contacts members regularly throughout the year and is
w&l /K\')d(_/n

Deanne Oleksyn

President Please check with the SCO office if you are unsure of your
preferred communication method. Please add the SCO email
address to your contact or safe sender list to ensure our emails
reach your inbox.
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COSMETIC CONTACT LENSES

The SCO has been working tirelessly over the last number of years to enforce our provincial legislation and
prosecute unlicensed dispensers of contact lenses. As you are aware, in Saskatchewan the regulation, enforcement
and dispensing of contact lenses falls under the purview of the Opticians Act. There has been a number of
successful prosecutions in the last couple of years, most notably against the larger Halloween chain stores. The
college relies on its members and the public to report any illegal dispensing and investigates all reports received.

Earlier this summer, Health Canada announced that as of July 16, 2016 decorative contact lenses would be classed
as Class Il Medical Devices. There is a one year grace period to allow adequate time for compliance but, as of July
16, 2017 manufacturers and distributors will need to comply with the medical devices regulations. This should help
immensely by cutting off the supply of contact lenses to those outlets that continue to dispense and cause injury
despite numerous requests to stop. The update from Health Canada can be found on page 12.

With Halloween soon approaching, the College is once again asking everyone to report any illegal dispensing to the
SCO office at 306-652-0769 or email office@scoptic.ca.
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COUNCIL ELECTION INFORMATION

Council’s primary function is the regulation of opticians to ensure conformity to the Opticians Act and Bylaws. We are
here to protect the public from harm as well as to promote the present and future of professional opticians.
This year there are 2 positions open for election at our AGM on October 23rd 2016.

Do you want to make a difference in our profession?
Do you have some spare time to give? Why not consider running for council and have a chance to make a difference in
the direction this profession is going. The time commitment could vary from two hours per week to two - three hours
per day, depending on what issues are before us. In addition, you are expected to commit to attending all SCO func-

tions, and be available to the membership for guidance.

Nomination forms can be found below and can be submitted to the SCO office before the AGM. We will also be taking
nominations on the day. Candidates must be open to questions from the membership.

If you are interested in sitting on council and have any questions or would like more information, then please contact
the SCO office at 306-652-0769.

Deanne Oleksyn LO Daphne Hodgson LO
Presid FtV Councillor
resiaen
e e e e 1
: COUNCIL 2016 - 2017 NOMINATION FORM :
| |
| |
: NOMINEE: LICENCE NUMBER: :
: |
: PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT: :
| |
| |
| NOMINATOR: LICENCE NUMBER: I
| |
| |
| |
e o o e e e S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S — — ol
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CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS

The SCO office answers lots of queries about continuing education credits throughout the year. This is a reminder about the rules
and requirements for continuing education credits. If you have any other questions, please contact the SCO office.

How many credits do | need to renew my license?

A Licensed Optician must have 10 credits over the previous three years; 8 of which must be Eyeglass Credits. A Licensed Contact
Lens Practitioner must have 15 credits over the previous three years; 5 of which must be Eyeglass Credits and 5 Contact Lens
Credits.

What are the different credit categories?
There are five categories of credits: Eyeglass (EG), Contact Lens (CL), Eyeglass or Contact Lens (EC), Professional Service (PS) and
Related Field (RF).

How long are my credits valid?
Each year at renewals, we look at the credits you have accumulated over the previous three years.

Licence Renewal Credits accumulated in years
March 31, 2017 2014 2015 2016
March 31, 2018 2015 2016 2017

How can I check my credit balance?
You can check your continuing education credits online anytime by logging in through our website. Every member should have a
User ID and password. If you have misplaced your User ID and password, please call the office.

What happens if | don’t have enough credits?
Please make sure you have the right amount of credits before submitting your license renewal as members cannot be licensed
unless their credits are up to date. A late fee will apply to members whose renewals are late due to insufficient credits.

Do | need continuing education credits if | am a non-practicing optician?

While it is not mandatory to keep your continuing education credits up to date while you are non-practicing, the SCO strongly
advises that you keep your continuing education credits current. The reason for this is because it makes the path to re-licensing
easier when you return to practicing status.

Where can | take continuing education credits?

Approved credits are available online or by attending seminars. The seminars at Vision Canada, Vision Expo East & West and of
course our own convention are already pre-approved. We also accept credits from any seminars that have been approved by
NACOR. A list of NACOR approved credits is available on the NACOR website. The OAC offer lots of online modules and some
credits from 2020mag.com have been approved for credits as well. We are in the process of putting together a list of approved
courses on our website www.scoptic.ca.

What is the pre-approval process and how do | know if a module is approved?

Seminars in continuing education or ophthalmic practices that are provided by institutions not sponsored by the council must be
pre-approved by the council, or its delegate, in order to qualify as educational credits for licensing purposes. Seminars may also
be approved for continuing education purposes through the NACOR. To be approved as a continuing education seminar, the
seminar must consist of at least one a variety of professional development topics that are designed to improve and advance the
professional development of opticians/ practicing members and contact lens practitioners. To have a seminar or online module
pre-approved, please send the request to the SCO office along with full information of the material covered in the seminar for
the Education Chair to review. The Education Chair will then assign credits and a category to the seminar and it will be added to
our published list online. If you are unsure if a module or seminar has been pre-approved, please contact the office beforehand
to check as credits from seminars or online modules that have not been pre-approved cannot be applied to your file.
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STUDENT INFORMATION

NACOR EXAMINATION DATES 2016

Province Date Location Application Deadline
British Columbia Sept. 24 - 25 2016 Douglas College, Coquitlam Friday August 26, 2016
New Brunswick October 15 - 16, 2016 Oulton College, Moncton Friday September 16, 2016

Ontario October 21—23, 2016 Georgian College, Barrie Friday September 23, 2016

REMINDER TO STUDENTS
While the OAC looks after the enrollment and administration of the NAIT Optical Programs, we would like to remind students that

our Education Chair is always on hand to help or answer any questions that you might have during the year. Please contact the SCO
office if you have any questions or concerns.

Winners of the SCO Bursaries for 2016-2017 STUDENT LICENCE INFORMATION

Lizann K. Bougie All students must register each academic year with the
SCO for a student optician or student contact lens
Highest Mark Year Two Eyeglass practitioner licence. The fees are $30 annually. There is

also a $10 registration fee for first time

applicants. A passport photo must also be submitted for
Highest Mark Contact Lens your student license card. Registration forms are available
from the SCO office.

Michelle Eisenkirch

STUDENT Bursaries & Scholarships 2016-2017
e

LASIK MD National to NAIT Students $750.00

Highest overall mark in Year One Eyeglasses

Highest overall class average in Year One Advanced Practice Contact Lenses
S.C.O. $250.00

Top overall written mark in Year Two Eyeglasses

Top overall written mark in Year Two Advanced Practice Contact Lenses
O.A.C. National to NAIT Students exc. Alberta $250.00

Top overall written mark in Year Two Eyeglasses

Top overall written mark in Year Two Advanced Practice Contact Lenses
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EVENT

Vision Expo West

Vision Saskatoon

Vision Regina

SCO AGM

Vision Canada

DATE

Sept. 14 - 17, 2015

October 22

October 23

October 23

November 4 - 6, 2016

LOCATION

Sands Expo &
Convention Centre,
Las Vegas, Nevada

Park Town Hotel,
Saskatoon

Delta Regina

Delta Regina

Marriott Toronto Airport
Toronto, ON

Volunteering Opportunity
Vacant Positions on
Discipline Committee

COMING EVENTS

The College is seeking volunteers to fill vacant spots for our Discipline Committee.

The Discipline Committee is responsible for disciplinary hearings referred by the Conduct
Committee regarding a member’s conduct or competency pursuant to the Optician’s Act.

Interested members should have at least three years experience as a licensed practicing

member.

If you are interested in sitting on the
Discipline Committee or would like further
information, please contact the SCO Office by

email at office@scoptic.ca or call
306-652-0769.
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CLASSIFIEDS



AGM 2016

October 23, 2016 at 4:00 pm,
Delta Regina

2 council vacancies

See Page 8 for more details
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